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Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
The purpose of this communication is to share with you that Carman-Ainsworth Community Schools took 
steps towards testing the quality of water in our school buildings in April. As I shared in my February 2, 
2016 communication, none of our Carman-Ainsworth school buildings are on the City of Flint Water 
System, and thus none have been impacted by the change to Flint River water that caused the Flint Water 
Crisis. However, as we have found in recent months, schools throughout Michigan have taken proactive 
measures to test the quality of their water as a result of the understandable concern over water quality in 
general. We chose to be proactive in this process and took preliminary water samples from each of our 
buildings over Spring Break, with the exception of Rankin Elementary. The water source for Rankin 
Elementary is provided through a well system, which is tested separately.   
 
The preliminary sampling consisted of a drinking fountain in each building as well as faucets used in food 
preparation (in those buildings where food is prepared). Of the 18 samples taken, 16 had a lead level of 
“undetected.” The exceptions, both within acceptable levels according to MDEQ standards, were a 
drinking fountain at our Transportation Office (not used by students), and a drinking fountain at Carman 
Park-Baker Career Academy High School.  
 
In the case of the Carman Park-Baker Career Academy drinking fountain, although the initial level 
detected was within allowable limits, as a precautionary measure, we decided to re-test the fountain. In 
this second analysis of the same drinking fountain, the lead levels exceeded allowable limits. We 
immediately shut off this drinking fountain and will seek additional testing this week in order to 
determine if the issue is specific to this particular drinking fountain. As a precautionary measure, we will 
shut off any faucets that could be used for drinking water and will provide bottled water to all Carman 
Park-Baker Career Academy students in the interim. Baker College of Flint, which owns this school 
building and partners with Carman-Ainsworth, will immediately replace the drinking fountain with a 
water filtration unit. We will communicate the findings of our additional testing at Carman Park-Baker 
Career Academy when they become available.  
 
We recognize that this preliminary testing is just a start to a larger process of ongoing water testing. 
Student and staff safety is our primary objective, which is why we chose to be proactive in voluntarily 
testing our schools, and we are committed to this ongoing effort into the future.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  
 
 
Respectfully,  

 
 
 
 

Steven Tunnicliff, Ph.D.	
 


